SOURCES OF POETIC INSPIRATION AND VISION

is embodied in a single stroke. These however are
only general or dominant characters; any number
of variations is possible. There are besides mingled
inspirations, several levels meeting and combining
or modifying each other's notes, and an overmind
transmission can contain or bring with it all the
rest, but how much of this description will be to
the ordinary reader of poetry' at all intelligible or
cle:,r>* identifiable?

There ere besides in mental poetry derivations
or substitutes for all these styles. Milton's "grand
style"5 is such a substitute for the manner of the
Higher Thought. Take it anywhere at its ordinary
level or in its higher elevation, there is always or
almost always that echo there:

Of man's first disobedience and the fruit
Of that forbidden tree

or

On evil days though falTn, and evil tongues

Blind Thamyris and blind Maeonides
And Tiresias and Phineus, prophets old.
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